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Abstract

Alcohol dependent patient may have alcohol withdrawal syndrome after reduction or cessation of
alcohol use. Nursing staff have a role to monitor and prevent the severity of alcohol withdrawal by using
the CIWA-ATr scale to objectively assessed and supportive care.

Nurses in Suanprung Hospital were educated how to administer the scale to patient and inter-raters
reliability is need to be train and compare to gold standard.

The purpose of this study was to be assess inter-rater reliability of CIWA-Ar scale use by nursing
staff in alcohol ward. The sample were 43 nursing staff in 4 alcohol ward, reaserch tools were the
CIWA-Ar scale and alcohol withdrawal case (VCD). The data were analayzed by Pearson’s correlation
coefficient and Item inter-rater reliability.

The results were as follows

1. The score of CIWA-Ar scale use by Nursing staff were correlated to gold standard
(p<.01)

2. Item inter-rater reliability found that highest level (.90-1.00) is nausea vomiting 0.94, high
level (.70-.90) is Tactile disturbances 0.72  Headach 0.78  Orientation and clouding of
sensorium 0.89, low level (.00-.30) is Auditory Disturbances 0.17

The result of this study suggest that training CIWA-Ar scale for nursing staff could improve the

competency to assess withdrawal syndrome. The scale was also valid when compare to gold standard.
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